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HISTORIAN and NATURAL S C I E N T I S T 

P r e p a r e d by h i s g r e a t g r e a t g r a n d s o n L e w i s 
C h e y n e y S m i t h , J r . f o r d e l i v e r y b e f o r e t h e 
D e l a w a r e C o u n t y I n s t i t u t e o f S c i e n c e on 
Monday O c t o b e r 1 4 , 1 9 8 S . 

I c o n s i d e r i t a g r e a t honor t h a t y o u h a v e a s k e d me t o be 
y o u r s p e a k e r t h i s e v e n i n g , t o t a l k a b o u t my g r e a t g r e a t g r a n d ­
f a t h e r who was one o f t h e f i v e c o - f o u n d e r s o f y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i n S e p t e m b e r 1 8 3 3 , 152 y e a r s ago l a s t month, 

X r e g r e t now t h a t I was n o t more c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
t h e I n s t i t u t e d u r i n g t h e y e a r s t h a t I l i v e d i n I t e d i a , b u t I 
o n l y a t t e n d e d an o c c a s i o n a l m e e t i n g up u n t i 1 t h e t i m e t h a t I 
moved away upon g r a d u a t i n g f r o m c o l l e g e . 

D r . S m i t h was b o r n i n H a v e r f o r d T o w n s h i p on F e b r u a r y 1 2 , 
1804 t h e - s o n o f B e n j a m i n H a y e s S m i t h and I ' a r g a r e t t a Dunn i n 
t h e H a y e s h o m e s t e a d s i t u a t e d n e a r t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f West 
C h e s t e r P i k e and i:anoa Road a l i t t l e w e s t o f K a y l o r ' s Run. 
T h i s was a f a r m bought by R i c h a r d H a y e s who e m i g r a t e d f r o m 
W a l e s i n 1 5 8 7 , Y e a r s ago t h e h o u s e was e a s i l y v i s i b l e f r o m 
Manoa Road and I r e c a l l i t s b e i n g i n v e r y bad r e p a i r when I 
was y o u n g . T o d a y i t s i t s i n l i t t l e o a s i s s u r r o u n d e d b y d e v e l ­
opment h o u s i n g and h a s been b e a u t i f u l l y r e s t o r e d by o w n e r s 
who a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n h i s t o r y and h a v e c a r e f u l l y r e s e a r c h e d 
i t s p a s t . 

F o r t h e t h r e e y e a r s p r i o r t o G e o r g e ' s b i r t h h i s f a t h e r 
r e p r e s e n t e d D e l a w a r e C o u n t y i n t h e L e g i s l a t u r e i n H a r r i s b u r g , 
t h u s s e t t i n g t h e s t a g e f o r what h i s s o n w o u l d do l a t e r . B e n -
- j a m i n H a y e s S m i t h d i e d i n 1806, h o w e v e r , when G e o r g e v a s o n l y 
t w o ; s o t h e r e was no o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a n y r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o . I t was s u p p o s e d a t t h e t i m e t h a t B e n j a m i n ' s d e a t h was 
h a s t e n e d by a wound he hgd r e c e i v e d f r o m a v i c i o u s boy i n h i s 
f a t h e r *s s c h o o l w h e r e he was e m p l o y e d a s an a s s i s t a n t t e a c h e r . 

D r . S m i t h r e c e i v e d h i s e a r l y e d u c a t i o n i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d 
s c h o o l s and a f t e r w a r d a t t e n d e d t h e Academy o f J o h n a t h a n C a u s e i n 
N'est C h e s t e r , a b o a r d i n g s c h o o l f o r b o y s . I t i s s a i d t h a t he v a s 
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a g r e a t f a v o r i t e w i t h h i s c l a s s m a t e s who e v e n a t t h a t e a r l y a g e 
f o r e c a s t a d i s t i n g u i s h e d f u t u r e f o r >iim. A l w a y s i n t e r e s t e d i n 
s c i e n c e and n a t u r a l h i s t o r y ho d e c i d e d on a c a r e e r i n m e d i c i n e 
and e n t e r e d t h e I. ' e d i c a l D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f P e n n ­
s y l v a n i a . He r e c e i v e d h i s d e g r e e a s D o c t o r o f M e d i c i n e on A p r i 1 
7, 1826 a n d went i n t o p r a c t i c e i n D a r b y and i t s v i c i n i t y . 

I n 1 8 2 9 G e o r g e S m i t h t o o k t h e s t e p t h a t e n a b l e d h i m t o d e ­
v o t e f u l 1 t i m o t o t h e many p u r s u i t s f o r w h i c h we remember h i m 
t o d a y - he m a r r i e d a r i c h w i f e . On F e b r u a r y 26 o f t h a t y e a r h e 
and I'.ary L e w i s w e r e u n i t e d i n m a r T a g e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a b e f o r e 
G e o r g e K. D a l l a s , t h e mayor. 

t ' a r y was t h e d a u g h t e r and o n l y c h i l d o f Abraham L e w i s a nd 
R e b e c c a L a w r e n c e o f Upper D a r b y T o w n s h i p . T h e L e w i s f a m i l y h a d 
e x t e n s i v e l a n d h o l d i n g s d a t i n g b a c k t o 1692 i n t h e w e s t e r n p a r t s 
o f U p p e r D a r b y and H a v e r f o r d T o w n s h i p s , b o a r d e r i n g on D a r b y C r e e k . 
T h e h o m e s t e a d , known a s C o l l e n B r o o k F a r m , d a t e s b a c k t o t h e l a t e 
1 5 0 0 ' s a nd i s l o c a t e d on C o l l e n B r o o k i n Upper D a r b y , >:ary's 
f a t h e r d i e d i n 1825 and h e r m o t h e r i n 1829 e x a c t l y e i g h t monthc 
='ft e r h e r m a r r i a g e . S i n c e >:ary v a s t h e s o l e h e i r t o t h e e s t a t e 
s h e a nd h e r new h u s b a n d moved t o t h e h o m e s t e a d t o o p e r a t e t h e 
f a r m and manage i t s e x t e n s i v e h o l d i n g s . He g a v e up h i s m e d i c a l 
p r a c t i c e a nd d e v o t e d t h e r e s t o f h i s l i f e t o f a r m i n g and t h e 
many s c i e n t i f i c , c u l t u r a l , l i t e r a r y and p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s 
w h i c h he e n j o y e d and i n w h i c h h e e x c e l l e d . 

F r o m 1832 t o 1836 D r , S m i t h was S t a t e S e n a t o r f o r t h e d i s ­
t r i c t composed o f D e l a w a r e and C h e s t e r C o u n t i e s , H e r e i s one o f 
h i s l e t t e r s home w r i t t e n f r o m H a r r i s b u r g d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d . I t 
was d a t e d F e b r u a r y 2 3 , 1833 w h i c h was e l e v e n d a y s a f t e r h i s 2 9 t h 
b i r t h d a y a nd t h r e e d a y s b e f o r e h i s 4 t h w e d d i n g a n n i v e r s a r y . H i s 
f i r s t c h i l d A b r a h a m L e w i s was t h i r t e e n months o l d . 

My d e a r w i f e : 
T h y f a v o u r o f t h e 1 9 t h i n s t , came t o hand t h e e v e n i n g , b e f o r e 

l a s t . I n c o n s e q u e n c e o f Wm, A m i e s i n t e n d i n g t o r e t u r n home t o d a y 
I d i d n o t w r i t e i m m e d i a t e 1 y by m a i 1 b e c a u s e I t h o u g h t a l e t t e r 
w o u l d r e a c h t h e e a s e a r l y i f s e n t by him. T h e e w i l l r e c e i v e t h i s 
by h i m p e r h a p s on f i r s t - d a y e v e n i n g . 

T h e r e s o l u t i o n f o r a d j o u r n m e n t was c a l l e d up y e s t e r d a y b u t 
t h e t i m e was c h a n g e d t o t h e 2nd o f A p r i l w h i c h p a s s e d t h e S e n a t e . 
P e r h a p s t h e House w i l l a c t on i t t o d a y , b u t t h e y t a l k o f i.-hanaing 
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i t t o t h e 9 t h . We c a n n o t a d j o u r n w i t h o u t t h e c o n s e n t o f t h e 
H o u s e . T w i l l w r i t e and l e t t h e e know a s s o o n a s t h e t i m e i s 
a g r e e d on by b o t h h o u s e s , ' 

I went t o t h e p a r t y a t W e i t h ' s w h i c h I s p o k e o f i n my l a s t , 
b u t d i d n o t s t a y 1ong - t h e r e was more a f f e c t a t i o n t h e r e t h a n 
s u i t e d my f a n c y . T h e e knows I h a t e a f f e c t a t i o n i n e v e r y s h a p e . 

Y e s t e r d a y b e i n g W a s h i n g t o n ' s B i r t h a y we a d j o u r n e d w i t h ­
o u t d o i n g much b u s i n e s s , and t o d a y t h e w e a t h e r i s s o f i n e t h a t I 
e x p e c t t h e members w i l l become v e r y u n e a s y i n t h e i r s e a t s b e f o r e 
t h e u s u a l t i m e o f a d j o u r m e n t . I y e s t e r d a y t o o k a w a l k o f a b o u t 
t h r e e m i l e s up t h e r i v e r b a n k . I f o u n d p e t r i f i e d s h e l l s and some 
o t h e r m i n e r a l s . 

I am g l a d t o h e a r t h a t t h e e and l i t t l e L e w i s h a v e been o u t 
r i d i n g . Now t h a t t h e w e a t h e r h a s g o t f i n e I hope he w i l l g e t 
c l e a r o f h i s c o u g h , and t h a t y o u w i l l be a b l e t o r i d e o u t f r e ­
q u e n t l y . I am e x c e e d i n g l y a n x i o u s t h a t t h e t i m e f o r a d j o u r n m e n t 
s h o u l d be f i n a l l y f i x e d , i n o r d e r t h a t I m i g h t be a b l e t o c a l -
c u l a t e t h e w e e k s and d a y s w h i c h must e l a p s e b e f o r e I c a n a g a i n 
c l a s p t o my bosom my d e a r w i f e and my d a r l i n g boy, V/hen I know 
t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t i m e w h i c h must e l a p s e b e f o r e s o d e s i r a b l e 
a n e v e n t t a k e s p l a c e , e v e r y d a y makes i t s h o r t e r , and e v e r y h o u r 
b r i n g s i t n e a r e r t o a n end. T h e r e i s a c o n s o l a t i o n i n t h i s w h i c h 
d o e s n o t e x i s t when one i s l i a b l e t o d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . 

I r e m a i n a s e v e r t h y a f f e c t i o n a t e h u s b a n d . 
G e o r g e S m i t h 

I t h i n k he waxed q u i t e r o m a n t i c i n t h e l a s t p a r a g r a p h f o r 
a n a g e when "my d e a r w i f e " o r " t h y a f f e c t i o n a t e h u s b a n d " was 
a b o u t a s amorous a s e v e n s p o u s e s w o u l d g e t i n t h e i r l e t t e r s . 

H i s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e p u b l i c , o r 
common s c h o o l s y s t e m a s i t was t h e n c a l l e d , i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 
v a s p r o b a b l y t h e most n o t e w o r t h y o f Dr. S m i t h ' s a c t i o n s i n t h e 
S e n a t e . At t h e t ime o f h i s e l e c t i o n e f f o r t s t o i n t r o d u c e t h e 
s y s t e m w e r e r e c e i v i n g l i t t l e s u p p o r t f r o m s u p p o s e d a d v o c a t e s 
and v i o l e n t o p p o s i t i o n f r o m many o t h e r s . H a v i n g l o n g b e e n a n ' 
e a r n e s t p r o p o n e n t o f t h e m e a s u r e h e was a b l e t o p u l l t o g e t h e r 
t h e f o r c e s f a v o r i n g i t and a s C h a i r m a n o f t h e S e n a t e C o m m i t t e e 
on E d u c a t i o n d r e w up a b i l l e m b r a c i n g t h e e n t i r e s u b j e c t , 
S u p p o r t e d by t h e p o w e r f u l a d v o c a c y o f T h a d d e u s S t e v e n s , l a t e r 
a v e r y v o c a l a n t i - s l a v e r y ^'ember o f C o n g r e s s , and t h e w i d e 
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i n f l u e n c e o f G o v e r n o r W o l f e , t h i s b i l l v a s p a s s e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
a s r e p o r t e d by h i m , T l i i s was t h e f i r s t p r a c t i c a 1 and e f f i c i e n t 
A c t on t h e s u b j e c t o f g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

H i s a d v o c a c y o f t h i s m e a s u r e was e x t r e m e l y u n p o p u l a r , p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y among t h e w e l l - t o - d o ; and b r o u g h t upon h i m and h i s 
a s s o c i a t e s b i t t e r r e p r o a c h e s a nd c o n s i d e r a b l e s o c i a l o b l o q u y . 
I t i s n o t now e a s y t o r e a 1 i z e t h e c o u r a g e and f o r e s i g h t n e e d e d 
by a p i o n e e r i n common s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n . He c o n t i n u e d t o show 
h i s d e e p i n t e r e s t i n t h e c a u s e o f f r e e e d u c a t i o n , h o w e v e r , and 
v a s t h e f i r s t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f Common S c h o o l s f o r D e l a w a r e 
C o u n t y and f o r t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n o f P r e s i d e n t 
o f t h e S c h o o l B o a r d o f Upper D a r b y S c h o o l D i s t r i c t . 

T h e D e l a w a r e C o u n t y I n s t i t u t e o f S c i e n c e was f o r m e d on S e p ­
t e m b e r 2 1 , 1833 by D r , S m i t h and f o u r a s s o c i a t e s , and he was 
P r e s i d e n t f r o m i t s b e g i n n i n g u n t i l h i s d e a t h , a p e r i o d o f f o r t y -
n i n e y e a r s . 

On December 8, 18 36 bt^ was a p p o i n t e d b y G o v e r n o r J o s e p h 
R i t n e r a s a n A s s o c i a t e J u d g e o f t h e C o u r t o f Common P l e a s o f 
D e l a w a r e C o u n t y , an o f f i c e w h i c h he h e l d by a p p o i n t m e n t f o r s i x 
y e a r s and t h e r e a f t e r by e l e c t i o n f o r t h e f i v e s u c c e e d i n g y e a r s . 
S i n c e he was n o t a t r a i n e d l a w y e r h i s p o s i t i o n was t h a t o f l a y -
j u d g e . 

D r . S m i t h v a s a p r o l i f i c w r i t e r , and c o n t r i b u t e d many 
a r t i c l e s a n d p a p e r s t o t h e l o c a l p r e s s . One o f h i s f a v o r i t e 
s u b j e c t s a t t h e t i m e i t was u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n was t h e r e ­
m o v a l o f t h e C o u n t y S e a t f r o m C h e s t e r t o I ' e d i a . I'm s u r e t h a t 
t h e d i s t a n c e f r o m h i s home i n Upper D a r b y t o t h e o l d c o u r t h o u s e 
i n C h e s t e r a t t h e t i m e he v a s a j u d g e had c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e 
on h i s b e i n g v e r y much i n f a v o r o f t h e move. I n 1862 he p u b l i s h e d 
t h e H i s t o r y o f D e l a w a r e C o u n t y , a work w h i c h a t o n c e p l a c e d i t s 
a u t h o r i n t h e f r o n t r a n k o f c a r e f u l , p a i n s t a k i n g and a c c u r a t e 
h i s t o r i a n s . T h e book v a s w r i t t e n , t o q u o t e t h e t i t l e p age, " u n d e r 
t h e d i r e c t i o n and a p p o i n t m e n t o f t h e D e l a w a r e C o u n t y I n s t i t u t e 
o f S c i e n c e " . i was v e r y p l e a s e d t o l e a r n t h a t y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n 
u n d e r t o o k t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f a n o t h e r e d i t i o n o f t h e H i s t o r y , t h u s 
m a k i n g i t a v a i l a b l e t o more o f t o d a y * s p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e C o u n t y . 
An e a r l y r e v i e w e r o f t h e H i s t o r y s t a t e d t h a t " i t i s m i n u t e and 
t h o r o u g h , y e t n o t d r y and t i r e s o m e " , One o f Dr. Smi t h 's g r e a t 
g r a n d s o n s t o o k e x c e p t i o n t o t h i s and t o l d t h e f a m i l y t h a t i t v a s 
t h e b e s t c u r e f o r i n s o m n i a he had e v e r f o u n d ! 
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A l i f e - l o n g member o f t h e S o c i e t y o f F r i e n d s , D r . S m i t h 
w o r s h i p p e d a t t h e Old H a v o r f o r d i : e o t i n g House on " a g l e Poad 
j u s t w e s t o f Cobbs C r e e k , and he ahd h i s w i f e l i e i n t h e 
b u r i a l g r o u n d t h e r e . T h i s i s t h e o l d e s t h o u s e o f w o r s h i p i n 
D e l a w a r e C o u n t y and W i l l i a m P e n n a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g t h e r e a t 
l e a s t o n c e , i t i s s a i d t h a t s i n c e h e s p o k e i n E n g l i s h many o f 
t h e W e l s h members c o u l d n o t u n d e r s t a n d h i s l a n g u a g e , b u t t h e y 
c e r t a i n l y u n d e r s t o o d h i s s p i r i t . 

G e o r g e and K a r y S m i t h had e i g h t c h i l d r e n , f i v e o f whom 
s u r v i v e d t o m a t u r e a d u l t h o o d . T h e e l d e s t , Abraham L e w i s b o r n 
i n 1 8 3 1 , g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e Law S c h o o l o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 
P e n n s y l v a n i a and was i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e l e g a l p r o f e s s i o n o f 
P h i l a d e l p h i a and D e l a w a r e C o u n t i e s f o r n e a r l y s i x t y y e a r s . He 
h a d gone t o b o a r d i n g s c h o o l i n B u r l i n g t o n , New J e r s e y ; and t h e 
f o l l o w i n g i s a l e t t e r w r i t t e n t o h i m t h e r e by h i s f a t h e r on 
F e b r u a r y 1 , 1846 when t h e boy was f o u r t e e n . 

D e a r S o n : 
I t w i l l be a week t o m o r r o w s i n c e t h y l e t t e r d a t e d on t h e 

2 5 t h u l t . was r e c e i v e d , I d e l a y e d w r i t i n g t h i n k i n g t h a t by t h i s 
t i m e 1 w o u l d be a b l e t o s a y when I w o u l d be up t o s e e t h e e . I 
am, h o w e v e r , s t i l l u n a b l e t o do t h i s , i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f one 
e ngagement a f t e r a n o t h e r p r e s s i n g upon me. I t i s p r o b a b l e now, 
t h a t when I do come i t w i l l be u n a w a r e s t o t h e e , a s i t seems 
i m p o s s i b l e f o r me t o f i x on a n y d a y c e r t a i n . 

E l i z a b e t h C l e m e n t i s v e r y i l l - w o r s e , I t h i n k t h a n I 
e v e r saw h e r b e f o r e . Her s i t u a t i o n i s v e r y c r i t i c a l , S a m l , 
D a v i s * w i f e i s a l s o e x t r e m e l y i l l . H e r l i f e i s d e s p a i r e d o f . 

J o h n H a y e s i s h e r e , he came a f e w d a y s s i n c e , b u t how 
l o n g h e w i l l r e m a i n I am u n a b l e t o s a y . O l d P h i l i p i s a l s o h e r e . 

H a r r i s h i o r r i s i n t e n d s t o l e a v e G e o r g e E s r y i n t h e s p r i n g , 
and C h a l k l e y w o u l d l i k e t o t a k e h i s p l a c e . A l t h o u g h he had 
a g r e e d t o s t a y w i t h me a y e a r , I h a v e g i v e n ray c o n s e n t f o r h i m 
t o go, a s I c a n r e a d i l y g e t a h a n d t o s u i t me, w h e r e a s i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o g e t a good t e a m d r i v e r . 

T h e r e i s ^ c * o n s i d e r a b l e e x c i t e m e n t i n t h i s c o u n t y a t 
t h i s t i m e i n r e g a r d t o r e m o v i n g t h e C o u r t House f r o m C h e s t e r . 
I t w i l 1 p r o b a b l y be put t o v o t e a t t h e n e x t e l e c t i o n , I n j u s -
t i c e I t h i n k i t ought t o be r e moved t o a more c e n t r a l s i t u a t i o n , 
a t a l l e v e n t s t h e q u e s t i o n o u g h t t o be d e f i n i t e l y s e t t l e d , and 
i t s eems t h a t t h i s c a n o n l y be done a t t h e b a l l o t box. 
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I am g l a d t o h e a r o f t l i y p r o g r e s s i n t h y s t u d i e s - p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y t h e l a n g u a g e s . I t i s q u i t e a m i s f o r t u n e t h a t t h e y 
c o u l d n o t r e t a i n t h e s e r v i c e s o f t h e d r a w i n g t e a c h e r . P a r t o f 
w h a t t h e e h a s l e a r n e d w i l l be f o r g o b t e n . 

We a r e a l l i n t h e e n j o y m e n t o f good h e a l t h , and t h a t t h i s 
may f i n d t h e e s o i s t h e s i n c e r e w i s h o f t h y a f f e c t i o n a t e 

f a t h e r 
G e o r g e S m i t h 

T h e s e c o n d s o n was Ben j a m i n H a y e s , b o r n i n 1 P 4 1 . He g r a d ­
u a t e d f r o m H a v e r f o r d C o l l e g e a n d t h e n e n l i s t e d i n t h e Army, t h e 
o n l y member o f t h e f a m i l y t o s e r v e i n t h e C i v i l War. He e n g a g e d 
i n e n g i n e e r i n g and s u r v e y i n g a n d v a s an e x c e l l e n t c a r t o g r a p h e r . 
He p u b l i s h e d an a t l a s o f D e l a w a r e C o u n t y and p r e p a r e d t h e f i r s t 
o f f i c i a l s t r e e t map o f t h e B o r o u g h o f I.'edia. Some o f t h e i l l u s ­
t r a t i o n s i n h i s f a t h e r ' s H i s t o r y w e r e done by him. He was t h e s u r ­
v e y o r f o r t h e c o m m i s s i o n e s t a b l i s h e d i-o a r b i t r a t e t h e b o u n d a r y 
d i s p u t e b e t w e e n P e n n s y l v a n i a , D e l a w a r e and i : a r y l a n d w h e r e t h e 
N e w c a s t l e C i r c l e f a i l e d e x a c t l y t o meet I'ason and D i x o n ' s l i n e . 

E l e m e n t L a w r e n c e was b o r n i n 1844 and a l s o a t t e n d e d H a v e r ­
f o r d C o l l e g e . He d i d g r a d u a t e w o r k t h e r e and a t H a r v a r d , w h e r e 
h e t a u g h t f o r most o f h i s c a r e e r , h o l d i n g v a r i o u s p r o f e s s o r -
s h i p s a nd t h r e e d e a n s h i p s . He was a c t i v e i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d R a d c l i f f e C o l l e g e , 

We know l i t t l e a b o u t t h e f i r s t two d a u g h t e r s o f G e o r g e and 
i : a r y S m i t h . l A r g a r e t t a , t h e t h i r d , b o r n i n 1838 and a l w a y s 
known a s M a g g i e , v a s d e s t i n e d t o be t h e u n m a r r i e d c h i l d who 
s t a y e d home and c a r e d f o r h e r p a r e n t s i n t h e i r o l d a g e , 
A p p a r a n t l y s h e v a s net' known f o r p r o m p t n e s s , and s o m e t i m e s was 
n o t r e a d y when i t was t i me f o r t h e f a m i l y t o l e a v e f o r meet i n g . 
H e r f a t h e r w o u l d n o t t o l e r a t e s u c h b e h a v i o r and w o u l d a n n o u n c e 
t h a t t h e y w e r e g o i n g and p o o r M a g g i e w o u l d be l e f t home i n t e a r s , 
P e r h a p s n o t g e t t i n g t o m e e t i n g r e g u l a r l y p r e v e n t e d h e r f r o m 
m e e t i n g e l i g i b l e y o u ng men and f i n d i n g a h u s b a n d . 

Mary s u r v i v e d h e r h u s b a n d b y t e n y e a r s and l i v e d w i t h 
M a g g i e u n t i l h e r d e a t h i n 1 8 9 2 . A t t h a t t i m e s h e h a d one g r e a t 
g r a n d c h i l d , who was my f a t h e r . M a g gie l i v e d a n o t h e r 23 y e a r s . 
B o t h t h e s e women w e r e b o r n , l i v e d t h e i r e n t i r e l i v e s a n d d i e d 
i n t h e Homestead a t C o l l e n B r o o k F a r m ; Mary f o r 8 3 y e a r s and 
Maggie f o r 7 7 . 
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D r . Gmi t h was an o a r l y owner o f < .p,o o f t h e housi:?s now 
Known a s B r o o k o Row H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t on 'Vest S t a t e S t r e e t 
i n L e d i a . H i s was number 4 1 0 , whir,h i s p r o b a b l y why h i s s o n 
A b r a h a m L e w i s b o u g h t number 412 wlien he moved t o M e d i a f r o m 
P h i l a d e l p h i a i n t h e 1 8 6 0 ' s . 

T h e Homestead a t O o l l e n B r o o k Farm v a s c o m p l e t e and i n t h e 
f o r m i n w h i c h i t e x i s t s t o d a y when D r . S m i t h s e t t l e d t h e r e i n 
1 8 2 9 . I t h a d r e a c h e d t h i s c o n f i g u r a t i o n i n s e v e r a l s t a g e s 
d u r i n g i t s o c c u p a t i o n by t h e L e w i s f a m i l y . T h e f i r s t was a 
modest two s t o r y c o t t a g e w i t h a l a r g e f i r e p l a c e f o r h e a t i n g 
and c o o k i n g i n t h e f i r s t f l o o r room. T h e f i r s t a d d i t i o n p r o ­
v i d e d a n o t h e r room on t h e f i r s t f l o o r and s e v e r a l u p s t a i r s . 
I n 1792 a n e x t e n s i v e a d d i t i o n was made t o t h e e a s t end o f t h e 
h o u s e t r a n s f o r m i n g i t i n t o what I c o n s i d e r a t y p i c a l o l d f a r m ­
h o u s e o f t h i s p a r t o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , I t i s l o n g e r t h a n i t i s 
d e e p and h a s a v e r a n d a a c r o s s t h e e n t i r e f r o n t . 

T h e f i r s t b a r n on t h e f a r m v a s f r a m e and kno^^'n t o u s i n l a t e r 
y e a r s a s t h e L i t t l e B a r n b e c a u s e i t was n o t a s l a r g e a s a huge 
s t o n e s t r u c t u r e e r e c t e d i n 1 8 1 9 , T h e s p r i n g h o u s e , b u i l t o v e r a 
c o p i o u s w a t e r s u p p l y t h a t f l o w e d i n t o " o l l e n B r o o k , was a l s o o f 
s t o n e and c o n t a i n e d a s e c o n d s t o r y c h a m b e r u n d e r t h e r o o f . T h e r e 
was a b e l o w - g r o u n d i c e h o u s e f o r s t o r i n g i c e c u t f r o m a s m a l l 
pond f o r m e d by damming C o l l e n B r o o k . 

I was f o r t u n a t e t o be a b l e t o l i v e i n t h e H o m e s t e a d f o r a 
y e a r i n t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s f o l l o w i n g a p e r i o d o f s e v e r a l y e a r s a f t e r 
t h e d e a t h o f D r . S m i t h ' s d a u g h t e r Maggie d u r i n g w h i c h f o r t h e 
f i r s t t i m e e v e r t h e h o u s e was n o t o c c u p i e d b y f a m i l y . I n s i d e 
p l u m b i n g h a d b e e n i n s t a l l e d by t h i s t i m e b u t t h e r e v a s no e l e c ­
t r i c i t y . T h i n g s w e r e k e p t c o l d i n t h e s p r i n g h o u s e , w h i c h was a 
w a l k o f a h u n d r e d f e e t o r s o down i n t h e b r o o k v a l l e y . W a t e r 
f r o m t h e s p r i n g w as pumped by a h y d r a u l i c ram t o a wooden t a n k 
i n t h e a t t i c o f t h e h o u s e . S i n c e t h e ram v a s a t t h e same e l e v a t i o n 
a s t h e s p r i n g t h e head o f w a t e r r e q u i r e d t o a c t u a t e i t was ob­
t a i n e d w i t h w a t e r f r o m t h e i c e pond. T h i s f l o w e d t h r o u g h a r a c e 
s e v e r a l h u n d r e d f e e t l o n g and p r o v i d e d a h e a d o f s i x o r s e v e n f e e t 

A t t h e t i m e I was t t i e r e o n l y 300 a c r e s o f t h e o r i g i n a l 1000 
p l u s w e r e l e f t . T h e f i r s t b r e a k - u p o f t h i s o c c u r r e d when t h e 
R o u t e 1 b y - p a s s e x t e n d e d T o w n s h i p L i n e r i g h t t h r o u g h t h e p r o p ­
e r t y t o S t a t e Road a t D a r b y C r e e k . Now a l l t h a t r e m a i n s i n t h e 
f a m i l y i s t h e Homestead and a few a c r e s s u r r o u n d i n g i t , and we 
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a r e p r e s e n t l y h a r d p r e s s e d t o know what t:o do wi t h i t . I t h a s 
been r e n t e d f o r t h e p a s t t h i r t y y e a r s , b u t t h e income r e c e i v e d 
i s n o t r e a l l y a d e q u a t e t o p r o p e r T y m a i n t a i n s o v e n e r a b l e a n 
e d i f i c e , E f f o r t s t o h a v e i t t a k e n o v e r by a h i s t o r i c a l o r 
s i m i 1 a r o r g a n i z a t i o n h a v e n o t been s u c c e s s f u l , 

T h e c l o s e s t v i l l a g e t o t h e f a r m was G a r r e t t f o r d , one and 
a h a l f m i l e s e a s t on B u r n i o n t Road, I n Or. S m i t h ' s d a y t h e r e was 
a p o s t o f f i c e h e r e w h i c h v a s t h e one thoy u s e d , ' ^ u b l i c t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n was a m i l e f a r t h e r e a s t a t Burmont s t a t i o n , l a t e r 
G l a d s t o n e , on t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a S. B a l t i m o r e C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d . 
I n t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s we r e c e i v e d m a i l on a r u r a l r o u t e f r o m U p p e r 
D a r b y p o s t o f f i c e w h i c h was t h e n l o c a t e d i n t h e 6 9 t h T e r m i n a l 
B u i l d i n g , Good t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o i : e d i a and t h e c i t y was p r o ­
v i d e d a t t h e A r o n i m i n k s t a t i o n on t h e t r o l l e y l i n e . T h i s s e c ­
t i o n o f D r e x e l H i l l d e v e l o p e d r a p i d l y and most s e r v i c e s n e e d e d 
w e r e s o o n much c l o s e r t o t h e f a r m . D r . S m i t h ' s g r a n d d a u g h t e r , 
R e b e c c a S m i t h E a s b y , who moved t o t h e Homestead i n 1924 c o n -
t i n u e d t o p a t r o n i z e S c o t t ' s m a r k e t i n G a r r e t t f o r d , h o w e v e r , a s 
l o n g a s s h e l i v e d . 

D r . S m i t h was a c t i v e r i g h t up t o t h e end o f h i s l i f e p u r ­
s u i n g t h e v a r i o u s c u l t u r a l , h i s t o r i c a l and s c i e n t i f i c s u b j e c t s 
t h a t he e n j o y e d and on w h i c h he was s o k n o w l e d g e a b l e . On t h e 
1 2 t h o f F e b r u a r y 1882 h e v a s s e v e n t y - e i g h t y e a r s o l d , and on 
t h a t d a y he w r o t e s e v e r a l l e t t e r s t o f r i e n d s , e a c h o f them 
m a r k e d by t h e v i g o r o f t h o u g h t and g e n t l e c o u r t e s y w h i c h w e r e 
s o c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f h i m . T w e l v e d a y s l a t e r he a r o s e , a s v a s 
h i s c u s t o m , e a r l y i n t h e m o r n i n g ; but f e e l i n g f a i n t r e t u r n e d t o 
h i s b e d , and i n a f e w m i n u t e s , a p p a r a n t l y w i t h o u t p a i n , p a s s e d 
i n t o a s t a t e o f u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s w h i c h s o o n d e e p e n e d i n t o t h a t 
o f d e a t h . 

l i e was e u l o g i z e d b y two o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o w h i c h he 
b e l o n g e d : T h e N u m i s m a t i c and A n t q u a r i a n S o c i e t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a 

A 
and The H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . I s h o u l d l i k e t o 
r e a d t h e one p r e p a r e d by Ja m e s J . L e v i c k , K.D. o f t h e l a t t e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

As we p a s s i n r a p i d r e v i e w t h e i n c i d e n t s o f s u c h a u s e f u l 
l i f e we f i n d i n them much t o e x c i t e a d m i r a t i o n f o r t h e d e a d , a 
and mvich t o c o m f o r t and i n s t r u c t t h e l i v i n g . 

B o r n among a p e o p l e o f h i s Qw^^ r a c e i f not a l t o o e t h e r o f 
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h i s own b l o o d , ho i s a f a v o r i t e w i t h thorn f r o m h i s o a r l y b o y ­
h o o d , and t h e y l o o k f o r w a r d w i t h p r i d e t o a u s e f u l f u t u r e 
f o r h i m . 

• 

I n h i s e a r l y manhood l i e c a r e s f o r t h e i r s i c k , a nd when 
c a l l e d t o o t h e r d u t i e s n e v e r n e g l e c t s t h e i r i n t e r e s t s and 
w e l f a r e , 

T h e i r c h i I d r e n need 1:o be r-ducated and he p r e p a r e s and 
p a s s e s t h e p u b l i c s c h o o l l a w f o r t h e m , D i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s 
a r e t o be d e c i d e d , o r a d i f f e r e n c e o f s e n t i m e n t o c c u r s among 
t h e m , and h e becomes t h o i r j u d g e a s , i n t h e b e s t s e n s e o f t h e 
w o r d h e had 1ong b e e n , t h e i r c o u n s e l l o r , and l i k e h i s a n c e s - -
t o r , H e n r y L e w i s , t h e i r p e a c e m a k e r . 

W i t h a n a r d e n t l o v e f o r s c i e n c e h i m s e l f he i n f u s e s i n t o h i s 
n e i g h b o r s some o f t h i s same l o v e , a nd t h e D e l a w a r e D o u n t y 
I n s t i t u t e o f S c i e n c e i s e s t a b l i s h e d , and i t s r e s u l t s a r e s e e n 
i n t h e i n c r e a s e d m e n t a l c u l t u r e a nd i n t e l l i g e n c e o f t h e p e o p l e . 
F o r t h e m , now, t h e g r a s s i n t h e i r f i e l d s , t h e r o c k s by t h e 
r o a d s i d e , and t h e v e r y s o i l i t s e l f h a v e a new s i g n i f i c a n c e a nd 
v a l u e . 

H a v i n g c a r e d f o r t h e l i v i n g h e t u r n s h i s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e i r 
d e a d , and f r o m out o f m u s t y c l o s e t s , o l d d e s k s , o l d e r B i b l e s , 
a n d meet i n g - h o u s e r e c o r d s , come a n c i e n t d o c u m e n t s , t i m e -
e a t e n m a n u s c r i p t s , and f a d e d w r i t i n g s , w h i c h , l i k e t h e d r y 
b o n e s i n t h e p r o p h e t ' s v i s i o n , a r e now f i t t e d r i g h t l y t o g e t h e r , 
a n d , u n d e r h i s c a r e , h a v e b r e a t h e d i n t o t h em an i n t e l l i g e n t 
e x i s t e n c e . 

He h a s now r e a c h e d h i s s e v e n t y - e i g h t h y e a r , a p e r i o d o f 
l i f e w h i c h t h o u g h h a s i t s p r i v a t i o n s h a s a l s o i t s p r i v i l e g e s . 
W i t h o u t t h o s e i n f i r m i t i e s o f e x t r e m e a g e w h i c h make t h e 
g r a s s h o p p e r a b u r d e n , i t i s y e t a t i m e when am. b i t i o n i s s a t i s ­
f i e d , a s p e r i t i e s a r e s m o o t h e d , and when t h e l o v e o f f r i e n d s i s 
g i v e n w i t h a f r e e n e s s and f u l n e s s w h i c h a r e e l s e w h e r e a c ­
c o r d e d o n l y t o c h i l d h o o d ; a t i m e o f l i f e when t h e o b j e c t o f 
t h i s l o v e may l o o k p e a c o f u l l y on t h e p a s t and h o p e f u l l y t o 
t h e f u t u r e . 

Happy i n h i s u s e f u l T i f e D r . S m i t h i s h a p p y i n h i s p a i n l e s s 
d e a t h . A d a y o f l i i s u s u a l a c t i v i t y i s p a s s e d - a n i g h t o f 
c a l m r e p o s e - a n d , w i t h t h e dawn o f t h e m o r n i n g , a m i s t comes 
b e f o r e h i s e y e s and t l i e y c l o s e t o t h i s l i f e f o r e v e r . 
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T h i s h a s been a v e r y b r i e f p r e s e n t a t i o n , b u t i t h a s p r o ­
v i d e d no one w i t h a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a n a p ; and I , l i k e 
L i n c o l n a t G e t t y s b u r g , p r e f e r b r e v i t y t o l o n g - w i n d e d n e s s , 

T h a n k y o u v e r y much. 


